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Peter & the Papacy 
 

Opening Prayer 
V: Let us pray for Francis, the Pope. 
R: May the Lord preserve him, give him a long life, make him blessed upon the earth, and 
may the Lord not hand him over to the power of his enemies. 
 
V: May your hand be upon your holy servant. 
R: And upon your son whom you have anointed. 
 
V: Let us pray. O God, the Pastor and Ruler of all the faithful, look down, in your mercy, 
upon your servant, Francis, whom you have appointed to preside over your Church; and 
grant, we beseech you, that both by word and example, he may edify all those under his 
charge; so that, with the flock entrusted to him, he may arrive at length unto life everlasting. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R: Amen. 
 
Kingdom of God 

I. CCC 882 
II. Mark 1:14 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and 

believe in the gospel.” 
III. John 1:49 “Rabbi, you are the Son of God!  You are the King of Israel!” 
 
Simon 

I. Luke 4:38-40 Now Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they 
besought him for her.  And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her; 
and immediately she rose and served them.  Now when the sun was setting, all those 
who had any that were sick with various diseases brought them to him; and he laid his 
hands on every one of them and healed them. 

II. Luke 5:1-10 While the people pressed upon [Jesus] to hear the word of God, he was 
standing by the lake of Gennesaret.  And he saw two boats by the lake; but the 
fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets.  Getting into one of the 
boats, which was Simon’s, he asked him to put out a little from the land.  And he sat 
down and taught the people from the boat.  And when he had ceased speaking, he 
said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.”  And 
Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing!  But at your word I 
will let down the nets.”  And when they had done this they enclosed a great shoal of 
fish; and as their nets were breaking, they beckoned to their partners in the other boat 
to come and help them.  And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began 
to sink.  But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”  For he was astonished, and all that were 
with him, at the catch of fish which they had taken and so also were James and John, 
sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon.  And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not 
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be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men.”  And when they had brought their 
boats to land, they left everything and followed him. 

 
Simon’s Declaration that Jesus Is the Christ 

I. Matthew 16:13-20 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, “Who do men say that the Son of man is?”  And they said, “Some 
say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  Simon Peter replied, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.”  And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon 
Bar-Jona!  For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in 
heaven.  And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and 
the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  Then he strictly charged the disciples 
to tell no one that he was the Christ. 

a. “But who do you (all) say that I am?” - Directed to all, answered only by Simon 
 
Prime Minister of the Davidic Kingdom 

I. Isaiah 22:19-22 I will thrust you from your office, and you will be cast down from 
your station.  In that day I will call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and I will 
clothe him with your robe, and will bind your belt on him, and will commit your 
authority to his hand; and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to 
the house of Judah.  And I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David; 
he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. 

II. Matthew 23:2-4 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat, so practice and 
observe whatever they tell you, but not what they do; for they preach, but do not 
practice.  They bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s shoulders; 
but they themselves will not move them with their finger.” 

 
True Greatness 

I. Luke 9:48 “…for he who is least among you all is the one who is great.” 
II. Luke 22:24-34 A dispute also arose among them, which of them was to be regarded 

as the greatest.  And [Jesus] said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship 
over them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors.  But not so with 
you; rather let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one 
who serves.  For which is the greater, one who sits at table, or one who serves?  Is it 
not the one who sits at table?  But I am among you as one who serves. 

 
You are those who have continued with me in my trials; as my Father appointed a 
kingdom for me, so do I appoint for you that you may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 
“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like 
wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail; and when you have 
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turned again, strengthen your brethren.”  And he said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go 
with you to prison and to death.”  He said, “I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow 
this day, until you three times deny that you know me.” 

a. Satan has demanded to have (all of) you, that he might sift (all of) you life 
wheat, but I have prayed for you (Simon)…and when you (Simon) have turned 
again, strengthen your brethren. 

 
Peter Repents 

I. .John 21:1-8 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 
Tiberias; and he revealed himself in this way.  Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, 
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples 
were together.  Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.”  They said to him, 
“We will go with you.”  They went out and got into the boat; but that night they 
caught nothing.  Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples 
did not know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to them, “Children, have you any fish?”  
They answered him, “No.”  He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the 
boat, and you will find some.”  So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it 
in, for the quantity of fish.  That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the 
Lord!”  When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his clothes, for he 
was stripped for work, and sprang into the sea.  But the other disciples came in the 
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a 
hundred yards off. 

a. Compare to Luke 5 story 
II. John 21:9-11 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish lying 

on it, and bread.  Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just 
caught.”  So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a 
hundred and fifty-three of them; and although there were so many, the net was not 
torn. 

 
The Pope Has Universal Authority 

I. John 21:15 “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?”  He said to him, 
“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 

II. John 21:16 A second time he said to him, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?”  He 
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  He said to him, “Tend my 
sheep.” 

III. John 21:17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?”  
Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?”  And he 
said to him, “Lord, you know everything, you know that I love you.”  Jesus said to 
him, “Feed my sheep.” 

IV. John 21:18-19 “Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you fastened your 
own belt and walked where you would; but when you are old, you will stretch out 
your hands, and another will fasten your belt for you and carry you where you do not 
wish to go.”  (This he said to show by what death he was to glorify God.)  And after 
this he said to him, “Follow me.” 


